Step Into Renewal: Cairns Cursillo Invites You to a New Live‑Out Experience
Prepared by Maria Mezes
The Cairns Cursillo Movement will continue its focus on renewal and growth in 2026, supported by a newly elected committee. The committee was appointed at the Annual General Meeting on 31 January 2026 and includes: President Nathan Fiumara, Treasurer Ray Knight, Palanca (Prayer) Coordinator Heather Mumme, and Secretary Maria Mezes.
President Nathan Fiumara said, “This year we are excited to introduce a new three‑day live‑out format to make the retreat more accessible and affordable for participants.”
The 2026 Cursillo retreat will be held from Friday 17 to Sunday 19 July at the Hugh O’Brien Centre, St Mary’s College, Anderson Street, Woree. Each day begins at 9.00am, concluding at 9.00pm on Friday and Saturday. On Sunday, the program begins at 9.00am, with all Cursillistas invited to join us at 3.00pm for Mass and the Clausura, the closing ceremony, where new Cursillistas are welcomed and affirmed. Afternoon tea will follow.
The Cursillo weekend is a short course in Christian living—an enjoyable and enriching experience offering time for reflection on what is fundamental to being Christian. The program includes structured talks, small‑group discussions, meditations, singing, prayer, and daily Mass. Many participants describe the weekend as difficult to explain, because at its heart is the mystery of how God touches each person uniquely.
Whether you have completed the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), are currently undertaking it, or simply wish to rekindle your faith, this retreat offers an opportunity for spiritual renewal and ongoing support. Cursillo is open to Catholics over 18,  of all walks of life—whether you’re young or old, single, married, widowed, divorced, frequent church-goers or not-so-frequent attendees.
Founded in Spain in the 1940s by Eduardo Bonnin, the Cursillo Movement has spread to more than 60 countries and touched the lives of over five million people. It has been active in Cairns since the mid‑1970s. In June 2025, Pope Leo XIV met with global Cursillo leadership during the Annual Meeting of Moderators of Ecclesial Movements, a significant sign of recognition of Cursillo as a valued ecclesial movement.
The cost of the retreat, including all meals, is $150, with a $50 early‑bird discount for full payment by 4 July 2026. For information or to register, please contact the coordinators: Wesley Stiffle 0414 174 486 or Nathan Fiumara: 0448 573 851
More details about the Cursillo Movement can be found at www.cursillo.asn.au

