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Dear Friends,

Pentecost recalls the fact that Christians are enjoined to “make disciples.”[footnoteRef:1] It is this event Jesus foretold in the Upper Room at the Last Supper: “It is for your good that I go away. For unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgement.”[footnoteRef:2] In Cursillo, we are called to fulfil the Great Commission in a very particular fashion, using our individual talents and vocations. When Eduardo Bonin founded our movement, he did so in response to a genuine papal concern for those fallen away from the faith, a term which Bonin renders in Cursillo literature as “the far aways.” Bonin’s concern for and resulting intensification of those Catholics who have fallen away from the faith due to “the soulless” [footnoteRef:3] way in which Christ was being presented at that time. This sentiment is echoed by St John Paul II’s document Dominum et vivificantem[footnoteRef:4] which calls us to let the Spirit convince the heart through honest examination and conversion (metanoia), not only through relentless activity and enthusiasm – in short, first comes prayer, then action (consider the Cursillo Tripod and the order in which the Rollos come on a Cursillo Weekend), thereby allowing the mind to reflect and speak to the heart (in the style of Newman’s personal motto – Cor ad cor loquitor). If one person has time to reflect upon one’s own life and experiences and determine whether they are being led by providence or circumstances which God has allowed to arise in the life of the individual believer to elicit a choice between good or ill. [1:  Matt 28:19]  [2:  John 16: 7]  [3:  York Diocese Anglican Cursillo. “History” https://www.yorkcursillo.org/home2/about/history/?utm_source=chatgpt.com]  [4:  Pope John Paul II. Dominum et vivificantem. Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1986. https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hfjp-iienc18051986dominum-et-vivificantem.html.] 
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The first century document attributed to the apostles, the Didache, sets forth ways of Christian living. Although society has changed vastly since the first century, the ways in which Christianity, as a corporation, has risen to the challenge these changes have effected – social changes as far back as St Augustine’s Civitas Dei, which arose in response to civilisational changes in the 5th century, St Thomas Aquinas’ monumental Summa theologiae, in the mediaeval period, the Council of Trent, Rerum Novarum, by Pius X in 1891, expressing the rights of workers and written as a response to Marxist ideology, Pius XI’s Quadregisimo Anno, written in honour of the twenty-fifth anniversary of Rerum Novarum, and at the height of the Great Depression and rise of fascism amid global economic instability, and up to Pope Francis’ concern for the environment and the challenges of political ethics and hyper-individualism in his encyclicals Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti – are practical and certainly cannot be reduced to the mere theoretical.

The word Bonino uses to describe those to whom Cursillo is called to minister, alejados, was a common descriptor in Catholic Action circles for lapsed Catholics, the dechristianised, or those estranged from the life of the Church. When we first encountered Cursillo, be it only recently, or some years prior, we were called to seek out Christ within the Cursillo movement, and in the mechanisms of its charism. We were called, invited, by a messenger of Christ – in a manner similar to the 72 Our Lord sent ahead of Him to the towns which He Himself planned to visit. He sent them to prepare the ground, as it were, to root out, and till, so the Good Lord could scatter His good seed in place of the weeds.

This commission isn’t without pitfalls – this is why Christ had to warn them: 

“Ecce ego mitto vos sicut oves in medio luporum (Behold, I am sending you like lambs amongst wolves)” Matt 10:16.

The “wolves” Christ was talking about are still present today – albeit in different forms – excessive social media use, the mental health crisis, may be forms promising an escape from the daily drudgery and toil in which we live. One need only watch the nightly news, read a newspaper, or glance at one’s cleverly managed (and manipulated?) social media feed to catch a glimpse of what people who overuse or become dependant upon social media and AI for their news – that extra dopamine hit becomes an obsession – to find the root cause of this desire for escapism. If not managed properly, it becomes toxic. The Church preaches and prescribes the proper treatment – if people would listen.

Cursillo is not the only path to God (cf: Benedict XVI’s response to a journalist [Peter Sewald] who asked him how many ways to God there were. His answer? “As many as there are people,”[footnoteRef:5]) but it is the way participants in the movement are invited to embrace. Cursillo, through our witness – not just through our witness talks on team – invites us to become more comfortable sharing the Good News and how God has worked in our lives to make us who we are today. We are not all called to be preachers – some of us are invited to use our talents for writing, YouTube videos, or simple things like being present for other people and helping them through tough times. [5:  Kaczor, Christopher. January 6, 2023. “Meeting (the Future) Pope Benedict XVI.” https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/fellows/meeting-the-future-pope-benedict/] 


In the ancient near east, hospitality carried immense social significance. The reception of messengers was often interpreted as a reception of the one who sent the emissaries. Think back to the people’s acceptance and rejection of the Prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures. When the people of Nineveh heard the prophet Jonah’s message and repented in sackcloth, God relented of the punishment due to them. The point is: they accepted the messenger and the message, and, ergo, the One Who sent the message and the message He sent. Repentance isn’t a one-way street. It is, rather, a boulevard. God prompts us, we either accept or deny His entry into our hearts by changing our way of life, as the Twelve Apostles taught in the first or second century in the Didache.

The commissioning and sending of the 72 was to give them a foretaste of the joy of sharing the Gospel message which would be with them in the spirit on the day of Pentecost. It is this joy the Cursillo movement intends to revive in people, on the Three-Day weekend, in our Ultreya, and in Group Reunions. In other words, sharing the Good News with soul.

De Colores!




Ladies’ 3 Day Weekend

Our next Ladies’ 3 day weekend will be held on the 10th to 13th September.
The Lay Director is Shirley Parker, and the team has been selected.
Please leave Cursillo bookmarks in your Parishes and hand them out to whoever you think may be interested.
The Application form was attached to the last newsletter, and printed copies will be available at the Commissioning.





Team Commissioning
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The Holy Ghost, in the form of a dove, appears – Copyright: Public Domain.

Commissioning to be held on the 20th of June at Xavier Centre, Wollongong Cathedral, at 11am. We will have a short Liturgical Prayer session, and Shirley will distribute Rollo folders to the team.
Potluck Lunch to follow Commissioning. See Flyer.
Witness Talk delivered at Ultreya, May 2026

Ninette

Life often has a way of distracting me from what is important. So, every so often, providence makes me stop to reflect.  What’s my goal in life? Is it to amass a whole lot of worldly things and experiences; and avoid as much suffering, affliction and struggles as possible? No. That’s not the goal.

I have to be reminded that my goal in life is to run a good race during my lifetime on earth. Not a race against others, but rather a race against my own broken human nature. Because who I am, who I have become at the end of this race, is all that matters, in getting into the kingdom of Heaven to be with all my family, and angels and saints; and be part of the great Divine Infinite Love that God and Heaven is.
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Am I running a good race? Am I doing the right things? Am I on track?

St Paul says: It is necessary for us to go through hardships to enter the kingdom of God.  Because afflictions produce endurance; and endurance, proven character; and proven character produces proven Hope. And Hope does not disappoint. Because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

This is so true for me. My health battles and chronic pain over the past 10 years, has consumed a lot of my time, focus and spirit; and I often wallow in panic, hopelessness, and self-pity. 
But it has been during these trying years, and still now, that I have slowly learnt of God’s love; and have grown in God’s love, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit working through others and in me.

Through these hard challenging times, I have been constantly assured through many providences, blessings and earthly signs from God that he has not abandoned me, but that he sees me, and is there with me.

My physical pain is producing spiritual endurance in me. I feel drawn to wanting to love and learn more about God through Jesus and The Holy Spirit; and how to live as a good Christian. There has been a spiritual shift in me. I am spiritually different from who I was 10 years ago. I feel like Goodness, Peace, Kindness, Compassion and Love for Others are stronger in my nature today. I feel like I am a better Christian today. Drawing closer to God and Jesus, through learning and encounters through the Holy Spirit, is slowing changing my character for the better.

So, over the years, my afflictions have produced spiritual endurance in me. And this endurance, has proven better character in me.  And now proven character has produced Hope in me. What sort of Hope do I have? My hope is not based on an outcome. My hope is not based on whether God gives me what I want, or what I am wishing for, like taking my physical pains away.

Rather, my hope is based on God’s character. And what is God’s character? God’s character is Love. Love that wills the good in the other. So I trust that God loves me and has a plan for me. And I trust that the outcome will be based on His Love for me.  
God has been running this race with me and my sore back, all this while, and still now, together with Jesus and the Holy Spirit, building my endurance and shaping my character. And so I am heartened and strengthened with proven Hope to keep running the race. So am I on track with this race today? Well, I never thought this way 10 years ago, so maybe I am…. Maybe I am travelling not so badly.
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So how do I make sure I keep on track? 
Again, God has blessed me with his providence. 
Jesus has gifted me, on a silver platter, the ultimate answer, with last Sunday’s gospel.

What did Jesus tell me?

- If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
- I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always.
- You know it because it remains with you and will be in you.
- You will see me because I live and you will live.
- You will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me and I in you.
- Whoever has my commandments and observes them, is the one who loves me.  And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father.
- And I will love him and reveal myself to him.

Every point resonated with me. I felt like Jesus was saying to me: “Ninette here is the summary of everything you need to know from the Bible. This is the Heart of Christianity. This is the key to experiencing the Joy of being in God’s Infinite Love. This is the key to entry into the Heavenly Kingdom. And I totally got it! Alleluia! I understand it so much clearer and deeper now than 10 years ago.

I need to keep the Hope, Faith and Love alive and growing in me; and spreading it out to others, because I can’t keep God’s love to myself.

God’s Love is to will the good in others. And that’s what I will naturally come to do, if I have God’s Love in me. The Holy Spirit is travelling with me and in me; loving, guiding and shaping me; drawing me and everyone else into this one Big, Amazing, Glorious, Infinite and Divine Love that is between the Father and the Son.
 
This is what God has always wanted for me! …Has always wanted for us!... To experience joy that is Perfect!...  Perfect Joy that comes only in participating in the divine communion of The Holy Trinity! That’s what I strife for whilst on this earth!
I need to continue to keep running my marathon.
I need to keep true to everything that Jesus has just reminded me of, in last week’s gospel. And I need to keep my eyes on the prize, always! 

De Colores.

Thank you, Ninette, for writing this well considered Witness Talk (and for agreeing for it to be published in The Escarpment.) – ed.

POTLUCK LUNCH

Family and friends are welcome. Please bring a dish to contribute. Your own drinks and snacks.
Gold coins for games.
Date: Saturday 20 June

Time: 12pm

Location: Xavier Conference Centre

38 Harbour Street, Wollongong Cost: $5 per person
We look forward to sharing good food and company.



Ultreya 2026 Reminder:

Ultreya venues are subject to change depending on the parish involved.

NB: There will be no Ultreya in June due to the team commissioning and Potluck lunch on the 20th.

	Date:
	Venue:
	Group:

	Sat 18th July
	St. Anthony’s, 20 Stafford Rd, Tahmoor.
	Eaglevale Ladies

	Sat 15 Aug
	St Clare’s Presbytery, 59 Holdsworth Dr., Narellan Vale 

	Camden Ladies

(NB: incl. of AGM)

	Sat 19th Sept
	Our Lady Help of Christians, 80 Demetrius Road, Rosemeadow.
	Rosemeadow
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The next social lunch will be held at the Campbelltown Catholic Club, 20 – 22 Camden Rd., Campbelltown, at 12pm on Friday the 31st of July.



                                     REUNION GROUPS                        Updated 19/5/26        

	LOCATION
	CONTACT 
	MEETING 

	Eagle Vale Ladies - Day 	   
	Contact Pauline Ranger
0416 497 541
	2nd Wednesday of the month at 2pm on Zoom

	Campbelltown Ladies – Night 	   
	Contact Margaret French
0417 041 721
	7pm Tuesday nights on Zoom.	   

	Camden Ladies - Day 	   
	Contact Dianne Garland  
0418 640 373
	 2nd and 4th Thursday of month  
10am in Camden. 

	Tahmoor Ladies - Day 
 
	Contact Lesley Wyatt 
 0488 666 326 
	4th Monday of the Month  
11.30am in Picton    


	Wollongong Ladies - Day                          
	Contact Elizabeth Gill
0403 238 602
	Last Monday of the month at 9:30am in Wollongong

	Wollongong ladies – Night  
	Contact Pru Hall
0422 540 484

	2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month 7pm in Wollongong

	Panania Ladies Group – Day

	Contact Trish Benn
0403 897 849
	1st Tuesday of each Month
11.30am at Panania
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